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Dr. Werner Schnappauf 
Director General 
Federation of German Industries (BDI) 

 Born on 30 August 1953 in Steinbach am Wald,  
 married to Claudia and father of three children: Florian, Christopher and Marie-Therese 

 1973 – 1974 military service 

 1974 – 1981 student of jurisprudence and political sciences at the university of Erlangen/Nürnberg 

 1979 first degree in law 

 Study trips to Great Britain and the USA 

 1981 second degree in law 

 1982 doctorate in law 

 1981 – 1985 Bavarian state ministry for regional development and environmental issues 

 1985 – 1989 head of department in the district administrator’s offices Miesbach and Lichtenfels 

 1989 – 1998 district administrator of the district of Kronach 

 1989 – 1998 chairman of the administrative board of Sparkasse Kronach-Ludwigsstadt 

 1998 – 2003 Bavarian state minister for regional development and environmental issues 

 2003 – 2007 Bavarian state minister for environment, health and consumer protection 

 1998 – 2007 member of the Bundesrat 

 since 15 November 2007 director general of Bundesverband der Deutschen Industrie e.V. (BDI) 
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